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SUBJECT: FURTHER PMG VIEWS ON MIDDLE EAST 
REF: LAGOS 7532 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN SUMMARY. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR HAS GIVEN US PMG VIEW 
OP ARAG-ISRAELI ISSUE ALLEGEDLY OBTAINED FROM COMMISSIONER 
EXTERNAL APPAIRS ARIKPO. ACCORDING ISRAELI AMBASSADOR, ARIKPO 
REASSURING ON CONTINUED PMG MODERATION RE ME QUESTION AND 
INTENTION MAINTAIN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITHGOI. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR SEPTEMBER 28, ISRAELI AMBAS- 
SADOR BEN YAACOV, RECENTLY RETURNED PROM HOME LEAVE, PROVIDED 
VERY PORTHCOMING ACCOUNT OP HIS MEETING TWO DAYS EARLIER 
WITH COMMISSIONER EXTERNAL AFPAIRS ARIKPO TO DISCUSS ME ISSUE 
AT ALGIERS NON-ALIGNED CONPERENCE AND CURRENT PMG ATTITUDES 
ON ARAB-ISRAELI QUESTION. 

2. ACCORDING BEN YAACOV, HE WAS NOT TOO CONCERNED BY GOWON'S 
SHARP POST-NAC REMARKS (REPTEL) ABOUT ISRAEL BUT SOUGHT MEET- 
ING WITH ARIKPO IN ORDER OBTAIN MORE DEPINITIVE STATEMENT 
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PMG VIEWS POR HIS GOVERNMENT. MEETING WITH ARIKPO SEPTEMBER 26 
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OPENED WITH LONG MONOLOGUE BY COMMISSIONER ABOUT NAC, RESULTS 
OF WHICH, ARIKPO SIAD, WERE GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT TO HIM AND 
TO GOWON. ME RESOLUTION PARTICULARLY DISAPPOINTING, ARIKPO 
CONTINUED, BECAUSE RADICAL APPROACH IT REFLECTED WILL NOT 
REGAIN ANY TERRITORY. RADICALS LED BY QADDAFI DOMINATED 
NAC, AND EFFORTS BY TITO AND OTHERS TO MODERATE ME RESOLU- 
TION HAD NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL. AS RESULT, TITO AND MRS GANDHI, 

AMONG OTHERS, SHARED DISAPPOINTMENT FELT BY NIGERIANS. 

3. WHILE AT ALGIERS, GOWON MET WITH BOTH SADAT AND EAISAL 
BUT REPEATEDLY REEUSED MEETING WITH QADDAEI. GOWON ASKED 
SADAT SPECIFICALLY WHAT EGYPTIANS WANTED, WHICH HE ASSUMED 
WAS RETURN OF TERRITORY, AND JUST HOW THEY EXPECTED ACHIEVE 
THEIR OBJECTIVE. IN REPLY, SADAT INDICATED WILLINGNESS EN- 
TER INDIRECT TALKS WITH ISRAEL, AND SUGGESTED FMG COULD BE 
MOST HELPFUL BY BREAKING RELATIONS WITH GOI AND THUS PUTTING 
ADDITIONAL PRESSURE ON ISRAELIS. GOWON, ACCORDING TO BEN 
YAACOV'S VERSION OF ARIKPO REPORT, TURNED DOWN SADAT, AND GAVE 
SAME REPLY TO EAISAL WHEN LATTER ALSO PROPOSED FMG BREAK 
RELATIONS WITH GOI. IN BOTH CASES, GOWON ALLEGEDLY SAID 

SUCH BREAK WOULD NOT CONSTITUTE TRULY NON-ALIGNED POLICY 
AND WAS THUS UNACCEPTABLE TO FMG. 

4. BEN YAACOV TOLD AMBASSADOR HE THEN ASKED ARIKPO HOW FMG 
COULD AFFORD HOLD ITS GROUND WHEN OTHER AFRICAN STATES WERE 
BREAKING RELATIONS IN VIEW NIGERIAN ASPIRATIONS TO CONTINUED 
AFRICAN LEADERSHIP ROLE. ACCOADING BEN YAACOV, ARIKPO RE- 
PLIED THAT OTHER STATES INVOLVED WERE BEING BOUGHT BY ARABS 

( "MONEY DOES WONDERS," HE SAID) AND NIGERIA HAS NO NEED OF 
SUCH MONEY. ARIKPO ADDED THAT HE WAS GOING TO MEET HIS DAHOMEY AN 
COUNTERPART AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 26 AND WOULD INTER ALIA MAKE 
HIM COUNTEROEFER TO TRY AND KEEP MRGD FROMCAVING UNDER ARAB 
PRESSURE TO SHICH IT BEING SUBJECTED. (BEN YAACOV HIMSELE 
WENT TO CONTONOU SEPTEMBER 28 TO DISCUSS SITUATION WITH HIS 
COLLEAGUE THERE.) 

5. BEN YAACOV ALSO RAISED WITH ARIKPO POSSIBILITY OF MEETING 
BETWEEN GOWON AND ISRAELI FONMIN EBAN WHICH BEN YAACOV HAD 
BREN TRYING ARRANGE. ACCORDING BEN YAACOV, ARIKPO SAID SUCH 
MEETING NOT IN CARDS. GOWON HAD DECLINED MEET WITH ALGERIAN 
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FONMIN AND COULD NOT AFFORD HOLD SIMILAR SESSION WITH ISRAELI. 
GOWON WOULD, HOWEVER, BE WILLING MEET WITH MRS MEIR IN US 
FOLLOWING HIS CALL ON PRESIDENT NIXON IF ISRAELI PRIMIN ALSO 
THERE. (SINCE MRS MEIR NOT PLANNING VISIT US AT THIS TIME, 

BEN YAACOV SAID, THIS IS ALSO NON-STARTER.) 

6. BEN YAACOV CONCLUDED WITH JUDGMENT THAT ISRAELIS LIKELY 
BE ABLE MAINTAIN STATUS QUO IN RELATIONS WITH FMG FOR FORE- 
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SEEABLE EUTURE, AND THAT NONE OE ’ DISTANCING" ACTIONS (SHORT 
OF BREAK IN RELATIONS) WHICH WE DISCUSSED IN REETEL ARE LIKELY 
BE TAKEN. DIFEICULTIES OF ISRAELI CONTRACTOR IN WESTERN STATE, 
BEN YAACOV FELT, HAVE BEEN EXAGGERATED, AND FIRM HAS ENOUGH 
CONTRACTS IN HAND CONTINUE FOR ANOTHER THREE YEARS ALTHOUGH 
UTILIZATION RATE EOR MATERIEL COULD DROP IF ADDITIONAL CON- 
TRACTS NOT SOON FORTHCOMING. 

7. COMMENT: MAKING DUE ALLOWANCE EOR POSSIBILITY THAT EITHER 
(A) ARIKPO WAS TRYING TO PLEASE HIS INTERLOCUTOR OR (B) BEN 
YAACOV ADDED ROSY TINGE TO COMMISIONER'S REMARKS AS PART 
OF DELIBERATE POLICY OE RADIATING OPTIMISM, THIS NONETHELESS 
STRIKES US AS PRESSY FAIR PICTURE OE OVERALL FMG POSTURE ON 
ARAB-ISRAELI QUESTION. NAC RESOLUTION ON ME CERTAINLY WENT 
FURTHER THAN FMG WILLING COMMIT ITSELF, LIMIT OF WHICH IS 
PROBABLY HORTATORY, SANCTION-FREE OAU RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
AT ADDIS ABABA. HOWEVER, WE ARE SOMEWHAT LESS SANGUINE THAN 
BEN YAACOV ABOUT LIKELIHOOD OF FMG TAKING SOME VISIBLE STEP 
TO DISTANCE ITSELE EROM GOI, AND ELIEVE FMG CONCERN FOR 
LEADERSHIP IMAGE IN AFRICA MAY YET INDUCE IT TO TAKE ACTION, 
SHORT OE BREAK IN RELATIONS, ALONG LINES SUGGESTED REFTEL. 
REINHARDT 
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